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Special Council Agenda


Special Council to be held at 2.15pm on 

Friday 14th November 2008

in Lecture room 6, New College

· There shall be no sign-in requirement

· No motion may be brought, other than a procedural motion, without a valid mandate 

· The deadline for mandates was 11am this morning, and no new ones will be accepted

· Vote shall be taken by Roll Call.

· The Chair shall explain the procedure before the vote.

- Motions -

Motions to Change the Standing Orders

1. Authorisation of Alternative Hustings 

Council Notes: 

   1. That the current hustings format has been criticised as being restrictive and uninformative.

   2. That there have been calls to alter the hustings to make them more informal, more frank, and allow the candidates to question and address each other’s policies.

   3. That a more open format would help Oxford students to develop a better idea of the candidates.

   4. That such a change could succeed in boosting student interest in OUSU, its elections and its work.

   5.  The Chair has altered the wording of this motion in consultation with the proposer and seconder. No substantive changes of meaning have occurred. By Order MN.

Council Resolves: 

1. To approve a format of Alternative Hustings in addition to the existing husts, observing all the usual practices other than the format for debate.

2. To amend the Standing Orders  as follows:

1. INSERT 3e 1iv), “One or more Alternative Hustings”

2. REPLACE 3e 10 so to read “Following speeches candidates shall receive and answer questions except as provided in 3e14. The order in which candidates for each office answer questions shall rotate between questions.”

3. SPLIT 3e 10 at this point so as to form 3e11 beginning “The chair of hustings shall disallow… “ and renumber thereafter accordingly.

4. INSERT 3e 15 “In Alternative Hustings the format shall be the same as in all other husts, save that: 

         1. Open with a speech of up to three minutes in length from each candidate

         2. Reserve the next part of the Hustings for questions posed by the candidates

         3. Rotate the order in which candidates pose and answer questions

         4. Allow each candidate to pose up to two questions

         5. Once a question is posed, allow the other candidates 45 seconds each to answer

         6. Once the other candidates have answered, allocate 45 seconds to all candidates to respond, beginning with the candidate who posed the question

         7. Once no further questions can be accepted from the candidates, the Chair shall open the debate to questions from the floor

         8. The same format shall be used for answering and responding to the questions”

Proposed by: John Maher, Keble College

Seconded by: Dani Quinn, Merton College
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