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c o u n c i l     a g e n d a

1st week Council to be held at 2.30pm on Friday 23rd January 2009

in St Edmund Hall room tbc

Sign in from 2.15pm
a. Minutes of the Previous Meeting

b.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


c.
Ratifications in Council




d.
Elections in Council

e.
Reports from the Sabbatical Officers


f.
Reports from the Executive Officers who wish to make reports

g.
Questions to Members of the Executive


h.
Emergency Motions




i.
Passage of Motions Nem Con
j.
Motions of No Confidence or Censure

k.
First readings of Motions to Amend the Constitution or Standing Orders

l.
The Budget or Amended Budget

m.
Motions Authorising Capital Expenditure

n.
Other Motions

i.   motions affecting ousu members as ousu members

ii.  motions affecting ousu members as students at Oxford University

iii. motions affecting ousu members as members of the student movement

iv. motions affecting ousu members as residents of Oxford

v.  motions affecting ousu members as residents of the United Kingdom

vi. motions affecting ousu members as citizens of the world
o.
Any Other Business


c.
Ratifications in Council

1. Ratification of Freshers Fair Report 2008 (attached).

2. The Electoral Regs

Regulations governing the Hilary Term 2009 OUSU By-Elections

The Returning Officer has issued the following regulations to govern the upcoming Student Union Elections.

a) Size of JMB entries 

1. One full tabloid page (348mm up by 274mm across) for each candidate for sabbatical office

2. One quarter page (174mm up by 137mm across) for each candidate for executive or graduate executive office

3. One eighth page (87mm up by 137mm across) for each candidate for NUS delegate.

b) Expenditure Limit

1. After inflation, the expenditure limits for this year are as follows:

I. £130 per sabbatical candidate

II. £50 per executive or graduate executive candidate or NUS delegate candidate 

III. Slates shall be entitled to spend up to the full amount allowed to one candidate on that slate plus £10 per additional sabbatical candidate and £5 per additional candidate listed in b).ii.

c) Media Participation

1. The RO should allow candidates to be interviewed by the student media only if the editors concerned agree to be bound by a contract drawn up by the RO, which shall include the proviso that the interview shall not be conducted by anyone who is either a candidate or an activist for one of the candidates being interviewed.

d) Definitions

1. "Notice" to a candidate or subject shall mean:

I. Notice in person, in writing or by fax to her/his lodge or such other address or fax number (if any) as previously agreed, by email to such email address (if any) as previously agreed, or via telephone call (including the leaving of a voicemail message) to such telephone number as previously agreed, or via SMS or pager to a previously agreed number. Such notice shall be deemed to have been given immediately upon delivery.

II. A candidate or subject who is informed that s/he has information awaiting collection from the OUSU Offices shall be deemed to have received it 60 minutes after the RO's notification or from when they collect it from the OUSU Offices, whichever is sooner.

2. "National political organisation" means any organisation which is open to those beyond the membership of Oxford University which is:

I. A political party ; or

II. An organization affiliated to a political party; or

III. A partisan, political organization including all subdivisions thereof; or

IV. Holds and promulgates views of a political nature

e) Construction

1. 
No electoral official shall be held to account, and no complaint upheld, in respect of

I. Any omission in the fulfillment of his /her obligations under these regulations or standing orders, where that omission was wholly and unavoidably caused by outside events.

II. The exercise of any discretionary power granted under these regulations or standing orders, unless the exercise of that power was either purposely unfair to anyone involved in the election; or where it was exercised by an official in a situation where s/he did not have the authority to exercise such a power.

f) Activists

Every candidate shall be responsible for registering with the RO any person who is active on his/her behalf 24 hours prior to the open of polls.

2. Technical Details of Voting System
Technical Details of the Voting System for the Michaelmas Term 2009 OUSU By- Elections 

a. The System 

       1.   The Election will be conducted via the Mi-Voice electronic voting system.

       2.   Mi-voice is a product of iMeta Technologies Limited. 

b. Counting Method for Single Transferable Voting 

      1.   Mi-voice Participation uses the Electoral Reform Society ’97 calculation algorithm. Futher information on this calculation algorithm can be found on the  on the Electoral Reform Society’s Website – http://www.electoral-reform.org.uk/article.php?id=48 

c. Voting Procedure 

1. Mi-Voice generates Unique Voter Codes (UVCs). 

2. All voters recieve a UVC via email. 

3. Voters visit www.mi-vote.com and enter their UVC. They are then able to vote in all elections, in which they are eligible to vote. 

d. Counting 

       1. All counting is conducted electronically. 

       2. Mi-Voice provides a detailed breakdown of the results and counting stages. 



d.
First Reading of Motions to Amend the Constitution or Standing Orders

1. NUS Delegate Voting Policy
Council Notes:
1. The motion of no confidence brought against an NUS delegate in 1st week Trinity '08.

2. This motion failed.

Council Further Notes:
1. The vast majority of the debate of this motion was to ascertain whether the NUS delegate in question had actually done anything wrong.

Council Believes:

1. Council should have clear policy on whether or not NUS delegates are bound by council policy.

Council Further Believes:

1. NUS delegates should be bound by council policy unless the delegate includes in their manifesto an intention to vote in a certain way at any NUS conference for which they are elected to attend.

2.  If an NUS delegate is elected in council, he or she shall be totally bound by council policy.

Council Resolves:

1. To change the Standing Orders so as to bind NUS delegates to vote with council policy, except for motions relating to an intention to vote in a certain way expressly mentioned in their manifesto.

Proposed: Daniel Lowe (St. Edmund Hall)

Seconded: Katherine Wall (LMH)



n.
Other Motions

1. Constitutional Review Committee
Council Notes:
1. That during the process of updating the constitution at the end of last term it emerged that the constitution had several anomalies that need correcting
Council Believes:
1. That given the importance of the constitution it should be the case that the updating process, especially where it is unclear if a change to the constitution passed or not it is as transparent as possible and minuted.
Council Resolves:
1. To create a constitutional review committee which is minuted and spearheaded by the President to update the constitution and resolve any anomalies and contradictions.
Proposed: Lewis Iwu (New)
Seconded: Madeline Stanley (LMH)



2. OUSU to promote completion of National Student Survey

Council Notes:

1. That in previous years, OUSU has not actively encouraged students to fill out the National Student Survey, and has indeed actually opposed it on certain occasions.

2. That last year Oxford passed the 50% threshold that allowed the results to be published, and saw us come 6th place overall.

3. That in the recent Student Written Submission, OUSU made extensive use of the results of last years NSS results.

Council Believes:

1. The NSS, while perhaps not being completely relevant to Oxford life, can still be a valuable tool when it comes to campaigning on student issues.
2. That the more responses we can get for a survey carried out on a national scale, the better prepared we will be for any campaign we wish to run. 
3. That actively opposing the survey may actually have repercussions for access, as prospective students will not be able to see any data from students before deciding whether to apply to Oxford.
Council Resolves:
1. Mandate the OUSU executive to actively advertise the NSS survey this year, in the hope of improving Oxford's response rate.
Proposed: Paul Dwyer (Keble College)
Seconded: Lewis Iwu (New)



3. 2nd NUS Extraordinary Conference

Council Notes

1. That OUSU is affiliated to the National Union of Students (NUS).

2. That the NUS are in the process of bringing important reforms to their members which OUSU has passed policy in support of.

3. Similar reforms were taken to the NUS’ main conference in Blackpool over Easter last year and the reforms did not pass as a two-thirds majority was not reached.

4. The NUS held an extraordinary conference last term in Wolverhampton where the reforms passed.

5. Much like changing the OUSU constitution the NUS’ reforms have to pass through two conferences to be ratified - thus the failure of the reforms last year created some time pressure for the NUS.

Council Further Notes

1. On Tuesday 20th January the NUS held a second extraordinary conference in an attempt to ratify the reforms.

2. OUSU could not afford to send all its delegates to the conference but the NUS offered to fund the transport of delegates to the conference for Unions who needed this support.

3. When Wes Streeting (NUS President) spoke to the OUSU sabbaticals over the summer he suggested that there would be one extraordinary conference (November 12th) and then the reforms would be ratified at the main conference in Blackpool.

Council Believes

1. Although OUSU is in support of the reforms the way that the NUS has gone about ratifying them is an unacceptable political manoeuvre which has, in effect, disenfranchised some of its members. 

2. Fewer delegates are able to attend extraordinary conference than the main conference due to the fact that the conference is held on a weekday during term time – thus academic work and other term time commitments are prohibitive barriers not experienced for the main conference which takes place over the Easter holiday.

3. Considerable pressure was exerted by elected NUS sabbaticals to ensure that the reforms passed including emotive emails with one entitled ‘This is our opportunity to change’.

Council Resolves

1. To condemn the process which the NUS has used to ratify the reforms

2. To mandate the OUSU sabbaticals to write to the NUS president outlining the position of OUSU.

Proposed: Jack Wellby (Jesus College)

Seconded: Paul Dwyer (Keble College)


4. RAG Event ‘Wax a Hack’
Council Notes:
1. The RAG event 'Wax a Hack'

2. Such noble hacks to be waxed include Charlie Holt, Lewis Iwu and RAG President Tom Haynes

3. Jack Wellby is Vice President (Charities and Community)
Council believes:
1. Jack Wellby should lead by example.
Council Resolves:
1. To mandate Jack Wellby to submit himself for waxing at 'Wax a Hack'
Proposer: Daniel Lowe (Teddy Hall)
Seconder: Rachel Cummings (Somerville)



5. Junior Tribunal

Council notes and accepts: 

1. The attached shortlist of eligible members of Junior Tribunal for the by- elections in Michaelmas 2008. 

 

Proposed: Madeline Stanley (LMH/ RO)

Seconded: Lewis Iwu (New) 



6. Condemnation of Israel's attack on Gaza

Council Notes:

1. Israel's assault against Hamas, beginning on 27th December 2008, which has levied a massive toll on Palestinian civilians.

2. That nearly 1,200 Palestinians have been killed since the violence began (BBC News, 18th January), of which almost one third are children.

3. That 18 Israelis have been killed by Hamas rocket fire since 2001.

4. The destruction of the Islamic University, the first and most important institution of higher education in Gaza, which serves more than 20,000 students, 60% of whom are women.

5. The ceasefire announced by Israel on 18th January.

6. The ceasefire declared by Hamas on 18th January, to continue indefinitely unless Israeli forces are not withdrawn within a week, and crossings are not opened for the entry of humanitarian aid, food and other necessities for the people of the Gaza strip (BBC News, 18th January).

Council Believes:

1. That Israeli bombardment has levied a hideous toll on the impoverished population of Gaza, displaying disregard for civilian life.

2. That the Israeli attack has been entirely out of proportion given the scale of Hamas attacks on Israel.

3. That the significance of the destruction of the Islamic University cannot be overstated, since Palestinian students from Gaza are barred by Israel from studying either in the West Bank or abroad.

Council Resolves:

1. To condemn Israel's attack on Gaza.

2. To condemn the destruction of the Islamic University.

3. To mandate the OUSU President to write to Tzipi Livni, Israeli Vice Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, demanding that this delicate ceasefire be maintained for the sake of Palestinian and Israeli lives, and to ensure that all borders are opened.

4. To mandate the OUSU President to write to Rt. Hon David Miliband, UK Foreign Secretary, demanding that full-scale diplomatic efforts continue to maintain the ceasefire, and to ensure that all borders are opened.

5. To commiserate the loss of lives on both sides of the conflict.

Proposed by: Nawaz Ahmad (Balliol)

Seconded by: Jack Wellby (Jesus)
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