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c o u n c i l     a g e n d a

3rd week Council to be held at 1.45pm on Friday 6th February 2009

St Edmunds Hall

Sign in from 1.30pm
a. Minutes of the Previous Meeting

b.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


c.
Ratifications in Council




d.
Elections in Council

e.
Reports from the Sabbatical Officers


f.
Reports from the Executive Officers who wish to make reports

g.
Questions to Members of the Executive


h.
Emergency Motions




i.
Passage of Motions Nem Con

j.
Motions of No Confidence or Censure

k.
First readings of Motions to Amend the Constitution or Standing Orders

l.
The Budget or Amended Budget

m.
Motions Authorising Capital Expenditure

n.
Other Motions

i.   motions affecting ousu members as ousu members

ii.  motions affecting ousu members as students at Oxford University

iii. motions affecting ousu members as members of the student movement

iv. motions affecting ousu members as residents of Oxford

v.  motions affecting ousu members as residents of the United Kingdom

vi. motions affecting ousu members as citizens of the world
o.
Any Other Business


n. Other Motions

1. Condemnation of Israel's attack on Gaza

Council Notes:

1. Israel's assault against Hamas, beginning on 27th December 2008, which has levied a massive toll on Palestinian civilians.

2. That nearly 1,200 Palestinians have been killed since the violence began (BBC News, 18th January), of which almost one third are children.

3. That 18 Israelis have been killed by Hamas rocket fire since 2001.

4. The destruction of the Islamic University, the first and most important institution of higher education in Gaza, which serves more than 20,000 students, 60% of whom are women.

5. The ceasefire announced by Israel on 18th January.

6. The ceasefire declared by Hamas on 18th January, to continue indefinitely unless Israeli forces are not withdrawn within a week, and crossings are not opened for the entry of humanitarian aid, food and other necessities for the people of the Gaza strip (BBC News, 18th January).

Council Believes:

1. That Israeli bombardment has levied a hideous toll on the impoverished population of Gaza, displaying disregard for civilian life.

2. That the Israeli attack has been entirely out of proportion given the scale of Hamas attacks on Israel.

3. That the significance of the destruction of the Islamic University cannot be overstated, since Palestinian students from Gaza are barred by Israel from studying either in the West Bank or abroad.

Council Resolves:

1. To condemn Israel's attack on Gaza.

2. To condemn the destruction of the Islamic University.

3. To mandate the OUSU President to write to Tzipi Livni, Israeli Vice Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, demanding that this delicate ceasefire be maintained for the sake of Palestinian and Israeli lives, and to ensure that all borders are opened.

4. To mandate the OUSU President to write to Rt. Hon David Miliband, UK Foreign Secretary, demanding that full-scale diplomatic efforts continue to maintain the ceasefire, and to ensure that all borders are opened.

5. To commiserate the loss of lives on both sides of the conflict.

Proposed by: Nawaz Ahmad (Balliol)

Seconded by: Jack Wellby (Jesus)
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