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c o u n c i l     a g e n d a

3rd week Council to be held at 2.15pm on Friday 31st October 2008

in Lecture room 6, New College

Sign in from 2.00pm

a. Minutes of the Previous Meeting

b.
Matters Arising from the Minutes


c.
Ratifications in Council




d.
Elections in Council

e.
Reports from the Sabbatical Officers


f.
Reports from the Executive Officers who wish to make reports

g.
Questions to Members of the Executive


h.
Emergency Motions




i.
Passage of Motions Nem Con

j.
Motions of No Confidence or Censure

k.
First readings of Motions to Amend the Constitution or Standing Orders

l.
The Budget or Amended Budget

m.
Motions Authorising Capital Expenditure

n.
Other Motions

i.   motions affecting ousu members as ousu members

ii.  motions affecting ousu members as students at Oxford University

iii. motions affecting ousu members as members of the student movement

iv. motions affecting ousu members as residents of Oxford

v.  motions affecting ousu members as residents of the United Kingdom

vi. motions affecting ousu members as citizens of the world
o.
Any Other Business
d.
Elections in Council
Part Time Executive By-elections

· Equal Opportunities Officer
· Health and Welfare Officer
· Graduate Academic Affairs Officer
· Graduate Women’s Officer
Deputy Returning Officers (Two positions)

NUS Extraordinary Conference delegates (12 positions)



n. Other Motions

1.
Central Student Centre Exploratory Committee 

Council notes 

1. The issue of a central student centre became an important issue in last year’s election.

2. Lewis Iwu stood on a manifesto pledge to investigate this and get an answer once and for all

3. The results of a survey with over 1200 respondents showed an overwhelming interest in such a project

Council Resolves

1. To establish an exploratory committee consisting of members of the University, post graduates and undergraduates with the Student Union President as chair which will investigate all the key issues surrounding a potential central centre, including costings and options

2. To report its findings in Hilary Term

3. To present the choices for the students of Oxford to vote on in a referendum by the end of the academic year

Proposed: Lewis Iwu, OUSU President

Seconded: Stuart Cullen, Christ Church

2.
Student safety on cycle track linking Ferry Road and Parks Road  

Council Notes:

   1. An attack on a university staff member on this cycle track last week

   2. That this attack is the third attack in this area since July this year including a very serious and widely publicised attack on a Japanese student in July.

Council Further Notes:

   1. This path is used by a large number of students as it is the most convenient route into town from Marston.

   2. Many students live in Marston and there are numerous sports pitches accessible via the path.

   3. That the North East Area Council have ‘approved in principle’ improved lighting subject to a cost feasibility study.

   4. That the Oxford University Estates Directorate has so far refused the idea of CCTV in strategic points along the path on the grounds of cost.

Council Believes:

   1. That improved lighting is essential on the path but that CCTV cameras at strategic points on the path would act as a far more effective deterrent of crime.

   2. The safety of students is a top priority for the Student Union and that the justification of inaction due to costs is unacceptable when there have been three serious attacks in four months.

Council Resolves:

   1. To pressure the North East Area Committee, Oxford City Council and the Oxford County Council to improve lighting along the path.

   2. To make it clear to both the County Council and the Oxford University Estates Directorate that we do not believe that improved lighting, although a positive step, is going far enough.

   3. To support all moves to install CCTV at strategic points along this cycle path.

   4. To mandate the VP(Charities and Community) to investigate who is responsible for security on the cycle path and to report back to council.

Proposed: Jack Wellby (OUSU VP, Charities and Community)

Seconded: Rosanna McBeath (OUSU VP, Welfare and Equal Opportunities)
3. Authorisation of Alternative Hustings 

Council Notes: 

   1. That the current hustings format has been criticised as being restrictive and uninformative.

   2. That there have been calls to alter the hustings to make them more informal, more frank, and allow the candidates to question and address each other’s policies.

   3. That a more open format would help Oxford students to develop a better idea of the candidates.

   4. That such a change could succeed in boosting student interest in OUSU, its elections and its work.

Council Resolves: 

   1. To approve a format of Alternative Hustings in addition to the central hust, observing all the usual practices other than the format for debate.

   2. To mandate the RO to choose a date and venue for at least one Alternative Hustings and to adequately publicise it at least two days in advance of the chosen date.

   3. To use the following format for each position for the Alternative Hustings:

         1. Open with a speech of up to three minutes in length from each candidate

         2. Reserve the next part of the Hustings for questions posed by the candidates

         3. Rotate the order in which candidates pose and answer questions

         4. Allow each candidate to pose up to two questions

         5. Once a question is posed, allow the other candidates 45 seconds each to answer

         6. Once the other candidates have answered, allocate 45 seconds to all candidates to respond, beginning with the candidate who posed the question

         7. Once no further questions can be accepted from the candidates, the Chair shall open the debate to questions from the floor

         8. The same format shall be used for answering and responding to the questions

         9. The chair of the Alternative Hustings shall disallow any question which s/he considers relates to a concurrent referendum, indicative poll, or other election, except in such cases as the issue addressed by the referendum or indicative poll relates directly to the job description of the position for which the candidates are husting

               1. In such a case, the candidates may give a brief outline of their position on the matter

        10. The RO, or in her/his absence, the chair of Alternative Hustings, shall determine the duration of the Alternative Hustings.

Proposed by: John Maher, Keble College

Seconded by: Dani Quinn, Merton College

4. Special Council
This council notes:

   1. the motion with regard to amending the Standing Orders;

   2. that in order for (a) to be effective, it must be passed before close of nominations for the upcoming OUSU elections; and

   3. that in order to achieve (b), a Special Meeting of Council must be convened.

This council further notes:

   1. that under Article H, Section 1.1(b) Amendments to Standing Orders must normally be passed at a Final Reading at the Termly Meeting of Council in the same term by a two-thirds majority vote;

   2. however, under Article G, Section 3.1(a) a provision exists to expedite this process, by use of a Special Meeting of Council; and

   3. that the reconsideration of the Amendment motion in this Special Meeting of Council shall be considered the Final Reading of the Amendment to the Standing Orders under this section. 

This council therefore resolves:

   1. to convene this Special Meeting of Council under Article G, Section 1.1(b); and

   2. to convene this Special Meeting on the date of 7 November 2008.

Proposed: Peter Morcos (Lincoln)

Seconded: Ben Pilgrim (Somerville)

5. NUS Reform motion

Council Notes

1. The attached NUS document governing the reforms being proposed at extraordinary conference

Council Resolves

2. To support the principles underlying the reforms

Proposed by: Lewis Iwu

Seconded by; Rachel Cummings
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