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amendments


3rd week hilary term 2009

n. Other Motions

6. Condemnation of Israel’s attack on Gaza


Associated Amendments

Please note that other ammendments may be submitted during Council, and it may thus be advantagous if Common Room delegates have a general impression of how their college feels upon the matter, to which they might have regard whilst considering new ammedments not disclosed below. Further ammedments will be disclosed over the next few days as and when they are submitted, but only if the proposer of the ammendment agrees.

Amendment 1

Council Notes:

Add CN3  Hamas have fired over 3000 rockets into Israel during 2008 before the Israeli ground operation.

Add CN4  According to amnesty international Palestinian gunmen use Palestinian civilians as human shields.

Add CN5  Hamas admits to using civilians as human shields in flagrant violation of international humanitarian law.

Council Believes:

In CB1 replace ‘has’ with ‘and Hamas’s tactics have’

Council Resolves:

Add  CR3  Condemn Hamas use of human shields

Add  CR4  Condemn Hamas attacks on innocent Israeli civilians  

Amendment 2

Council Resolves:

In CR4  Insert after ensure, ‘ an end to weapons smuggling and’

Add CR5  To mandate the OUSU President to write to the Secretary General of the United Nations, Ban Ki-Moon, demanding that this delicate ceasefire be maintained for the sake of Palestinian and Israeli lives and to ensure an end to weapons smuggling 

Title Amendment:

Change the title of the motion to ‘Supporting a durable ceasefire between Israel and Hamas.’

Amendment 3

Council Notes:

Add CN6 the closure of Ben-Gurion University in Beer-Sheva, home to 15,000 students, and the closure of Sapir College in Sderot, due to constant Hamas rocket attacks

Council Believes:

Add CB4 That the disruption of academic activity in Southern Israel due to rocket fire is deplorable. 

Council Resolves:


Add CR3 To condemn rocket attacks on Israeli academic institutions 

Amendment 4

Council Notes:

Strike CN1 and replace with CN1, “Israel's assualt on Gaza”

Amendment 5 

Council Notes:

Add CN 7 “Israel broke the ceasefire that Hamas were willing renew if Isreal ended the eighteen month siege which had already caused a humanitarian crisis before this phase began”

Amendment 6

Council Resolves:

Add CR 5 and renumber thereafter accordingly, “To mandate the OUSU President to write to Her Majesty's Government and the United Nations pushing for an invesigation into war crimes committed by the Isreali Defence Forces and other agents of the Israeli state in Gaza

And CR 6 and renumber thereafter accordingly, “To condemn the use of chemical weapons by Israel', including White Phosphorus. 

Ammendment 7

Council Resolves:

Add CR 5 and renumber thereafter accordingly, “To mandate the OUSU President, Lewis Iwu, to write to the President of the United States of America, Barrak Obama, outlining his advice upon the conflict in Gaza and any other matters that might be troubling the United States at present, and to continue to do so until he gets a responce”

Ammendment 8

Title Amendment:

Change the title of the motion to ‘Condemnation of Israel's attack on Gaza beginning on 27th December 2008, on the grounds of violations of international law and the resulting humanitarian catastrophe’

Council Notes:

In CN1 replace ‘against Hamas’ with ‘on Gaza’

In CN2 replace “That nearly 1,200 Palestinians have been killed since the violence began (BBC News, 18th January), of which almost one third are children.” With “That 1330 Palestinians have been killed since the 27th December 2008, of which 437 are children; that 5450 have been wounded, 1890 of them children (AFP). The evidence of a humanitarian crisis: 50 000 people are currently homeless and 400 000 without running water, 40% of people are without power, the other 60% are receiving intermittent power supply. 4100 homes have been completely destroyed and 17 000 others damaged. 1500 factories and workshops, 20 mosques and 10 water or sewage pipes have been damaged (BBC, 22nd Jan 09). 8 hospitals and 26 primary health care clinics have also been damaged (WHO – BBC 22nd Jan 09).

In CN3: replace “That 18 Israelis have been killed by Hamas rocket fire since 2001.” with “13 Israelis have been killed in the conflict since 27th December 2008, 4 of which were by Hamas rockets” (Israeli ministry of foreign affairs)

Add CN7: The words of Amnesty International regarding the use of white phosphorus in the battle: “Amnesty International delegates visiting the Gaza Strip found indisputable evidence of widespread use of white phosphorus in densely populated residential areas in Gaza City and in the north” and “Such extensive use of this weapon in Gaza's densely populated residential neighborhoods is inherently indiscriminate. Its repeated use in this manner, despite evidence of its indiscriminate effects and its toll on civilians, is a war crime." (January 19th 2009)

Add CN8: The words of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, who "strongly condemns Israel's disproportionate use of force” and calls upon Israeli leaders to "uphold international humanitarian law principles, especially those relating to proportionality in the use of military force and the prevention of collective punishment and the targeting of civilians." (29th December 2008) Amnesty International state in relation to Israeli attacks that “Such disproportionate use of force by Israel is unlawful and risks igniting further violence in the whole region.”  (28th December 2008).

Add CN9: This recent round of violence was the result of the breakdown of the Egyptian-brokered ceasefire, which began on 19th July 2008 (BBC News 19th July 2008)

Council Believes:

In CB1 add ‘and creating a deplorable humanitarian catastrophe’

Council Resolves:

In CR1 replace ‘To condemn Israel's attack on Gaza’ with ‘to condemn Israel’s disproportionate offensive which has levied an enormous toll on the impoverished population of Gaza, violating international law and creating a deplorable humanitarian catastrophe, and to condemn Hamas rockets which have killed 4 people since the 27th of December’

In CR3 add ‘allowing entry of humanitarian aid, food and other items necessary for the reconstruction of the Gaza strip.’

In CR4 add ‘allowing entry of humanitarian aid, food and other items necessary for the reconstruction of the Gaza strip’
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