[image: image1.png]



postgraduate assembly agenda

Trinity Term, 4th Week, 19th May, 6:00-7:00pm, The University Club

a. Approval of minutes.

b. Matters arising.

c. Notification of ratifications
d. Motions.

e. A.O.B.
d. Motions

1. Postgraduate Assembly Review

Postgraduate Assembly notes that:

1. VP Graduates OUSU was mandated to establish a PGA Review Working Group in Michaelmas Term 2008.

2. Since MT 2008 the Working Group has met four times and discussed various issues such as relevance of the PGA, organisation of meetings of the PGA and the inconsistencies in the governing documents among others.

3. The Working Group has come up with a detailed report and made various recommendations (see the report)

Postgraduate Assembly believes that:

1. The recommendations made by the working group are in the best interests of the graduate members of the OUSU.

Postgraduate Assembly resolves to:

1. Approve the following recommendations made by the Working Group:
Recommendation 1: The PGA should be retained as a subsidiary body to the OUSU Council to promote the engagements of graduate students in the OUSU policy making process.

Recommendation 2: The MCR presidents should be encouraged to bring motions on graduate issues to the PGA

Recommendation 3: The PGA motions should be sent to the respective Council Committee, chosen at the discretion of the PGA Chair so that the Committee can look into the general consistency of each motion with regards to the existing OUSU governing documents and policies.. 

Recommendation 4: Report on the ratifications of motions in the OUSU Council should be presented in the PGA meeting and it should be the responsibility of the VP Graduates.

Recommendation 5: The VP Graduates OUSU should be made member of the Postgraduate Education Committee. 

Recommendation 6: All graduate members of the OUSU should have the voting rights at the PGA. 

Recommendation 7: The by-election of the part time graduate executive officer of the OUSU should be elected at the OUSU Council instead of the PGA.

Recommendation 8: The Sections on the PGA in the Standing Orders should be updated. 

Recommendation 9: Motions should not be proposed from the floor of the PGA.

Recommendation 10: VP Graduates should flexibly try out various things such as bringing keynote speaker, clubbing the PGA with social evenings and using multiple channels of advertisements to boost the attendance.
2. Mandate the VP Graduates OUSU to bring favourable changes in the governing documents and OUSU policies to make the recommendations a reality.

Proposed: Kaushal Vidyarthee (Wolfson)

Seconded: Lewis Iwu (New)

2. Graduate Scholarship Fund
Postgraduate Assembly notes that: 

1.  45% of the Oxford’s graduate students are fully funded by a scholarship or award from external or internal sources- there is thus a huge funding gap. 

2. The funding is one of the most important concerns for the graduate students.

3. The current funding is delivered through a multiplicity of scheme and rely on graduate candidates assembling their own funding packages.

Postgraduate Assembly believes that:

1. There is a need to integrate and coordinate the management of multiple sources of funds, and to raise additional resources to provide more funding for more students.

2. The new flagship Oxford Graduate Scholarship Fund will be helpful in achieving some of these goals.

3. OUSU needs to campaign vigorously to leverage funding for graduate students and should take part in the flagship fund project to further the graduate interests.

Postgraduate assembly resolves: 

1. To mandate OUSU Officers to lobby with the University for wider consultation on the purpose and priorities of such fund.

2. To mandate VP Graduates OUSU to work towards being part the flagship project committee to make sure that graduate interests are put first. 

Proposed: Kaushal Vidyarthee (Wolfson)

Seconded: Talha Rahman  (St Hilda’s) 
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